
Practicing Medicine
…without the Degree



A Brief Overview
• In SC APRNs, with the exception of 

CRNAs, “work with and support.”

• CRNAs are “under supervision.”

• 2021-2022 Session SC had two bills 
filed to remove the term “supervision” 
from CRNAs. 
• Senate Bill 639

• House Bill 3682



Challenges

• Senate:

• Senator’s husband is a CRNA

• CRNA lobbyist asked Senate Committee for a 
hearing to keep her job.

• Lead Senator on Committee is against us on 
marijuana

• House medical committee pro-CRNA

• Sub-Committee changes

• Inability to vote count



•Debunk argument that 
other states have no 
supervision. 



•Distinguish on 
patient care.

• Examples of what 
cannot be done.
• Pain control and 

narcotics
• Complications 

after anesthesia



Find CRNAs who subsequently went 
to medical school. 

Testimony and letters.



State Nursing Board 
Involvement 
• Nursing Board made a motion to 

remind CRNAs they can only use 
the title certified registered nurse 
anesthetists pursuant to 40-33-
20(19) in both written and verbal 
communications. 

• FOIA copy of minutes to publicize. 



Partner with your 
state Society of 
Anesthesiologists…
but don’t forget to 
ask your state 
specialty societies 
to join the fight.



Physician Presence at the Statehouse



Provide examples of 
the CRNA laws in states 

your legislative body 
tends to copy. 

“Safety in numbers”



Great resources from the American Society of Anesthesiologists
And the AMA



How did it end?


