
Surprise Billing: What’s Happening?

A National Specialty Society Perspective

Katie Orrico, JD, Director, AANS/CNS Washington Office

OSMAP General Membership Meeting

November 15, 2019



In the Beginning…

▪ Surprise medical bills horror stories dominated the headlines

▪ Pressure was mounting for Congress to act.

▪ Initial legislative proposals were very problematic:

▪ Median in-network benchmark payment rates

▪ No independent dispute resolution

▪ No payments based on charges

▪ Single global payment OON care

▪ Network matching

Medicine Needed to 

Come Together or 

Lose the Battle



Joining Forces to Influence Federal 
Surprise Medical Bills Legislation

▪ American Academy of Ophthalmology

▪ American Association of Neurological Surgeons

▪ American Association of Orthopaedic Surgeons

▪ American College of Emergency Physicians

▪ American College of Radiologists

▪ American College of Surgeons

▪ American Medical Association

▪ American Society of Anesthesiologists

▪ American Society of Plastic Surgeons

▪ College of American Pathologists

▪ California

▪ Connecticut

▪ Florida

▪ Massachusetts

▪ New York

▪ Texas

▪ And more…



A Comprehensive Advocacy Strategy

▪ Congressional & Policy briefings

▪ Fact Sheets/Issue Briefs

▪ Congressional testimony

▪ Grassroots Advocacy

▪ Communications/PR

▪ Joint lobbying visits

▪ Letters to Congress

▪ Public Outreach

▪ Public Opinion

▪ Political Action



Countless Letters to Congress



Congressional Testimony 



Congressional & Policy Briefings



Fact Sheets & 

Issue Briefs



Answering the 

Opposition…

Coalition Against Surprise Medical Billing 

Members include:
▪ America’s Health Insurance Plans

▪ Blue Cross Blue Shield Association of America

▪ American Benefits Council

▪ ERISA Industry Committee

▪ National Retail Federation

▪ National Business Group on Health

▪ National Association of Health Underwriters

▪ Society for Patient Centered Orthopedics

www.stopsurprisebillingnow.com



…With Regular 

Messages to the Hill

Sample messages: 

▪ Surprise Billing:  How IDRs Work

▪ Surprise Billing: How NY Successfully 
Protects Patients 

▪ New Report Questions CBO Assumptions 
on Surprise Medical Bills

▪ Report Warns of Unintended 
Consequences of Surprise Medical Bills 
Legislation

▪ Don’t Be Spooked by the Arbitration 
Process

▪ Did you see we’ve reached 100?



Public Outreach, Communications & 

Grassroots Advocacy

Twitter
Website

Facebook



Advertisements



Polling



Press Releases and OpEds



Political Action



Making Progress…

▪ Legislation with an independent dispute resolution (IDR) process 

has passed out of the House Energy and Commerce Committee => 

though it is less than ideal (e.g., $1,250 threshold to go to IDR)

▪ Legislation modeled after New York’s successful law introduced 

in the House & has 100+ cosponsors.

▪ H.R. 3502, the Protection People from Surprise Medical Bills Act => 

Raul Ruiz, MD, (D-CA) & Phil Roe, MD, (R-TN)

▪ AMA & specialties are redlining the bill so our champions can use 

medicine’s suggested edits in negotiations w/Ed & Labor 

Committee and others



Status of the Legislation

▪ Legislation is Stalled in Both House and Senate

▪ Ways and Means Committee trial balloon (negotiated rulemaking) fell flat

▪ Education and Labor Committee has yet to schedule a mark-up

▪ Negotiations between Sens. Lamar Alexander (R-TN) and Bill Cassidy, MD, R-LA) 

appear to have ceased

▪ Senate HELP and House Energy and Commerce Committees trying to find a 

compromise solution

▪ Time is running out for Congress to act this year

Efforts to shape legislation to reflect NY model continue 





Thank You!


